Diagnosis of ectopic pregnancy using transvaginal ultrasound scanning.
A new technique was developed for transvaginal ultrasound scanning in the routine evaluation of women with suspected early ectopic pregnancy. This approach enables us to detect early pregnancies that could not be visualized previously with routine abdominal ultrasound. Transvaginal scanning shows the location of the gestational sac very clearly, whether it is within or outside the uterus. Our introduction of this technique into the evaluation process has reduced patients' risk by minimizing delays in diagnosis and treatment and also has shortened hospital stays, thereby reducing costs.